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imagine the progress of our studies to have
been smooth and easy. What seems in-
trinsically right is so merely thro habit.
Indolence is another obstacle to improve-
ments. The most arduous task a reformer
has to execute is to make people think; to
rouse them from that lethargy, which, like
the mantle of sleep, covers them in repose
and contentment.

" But America is in a situation the most
favorable for great reformations; and the
present time is, in a singular degree, auspi-
cious. The minds of men in this country
have been awakened. New scenes have
been, for many years, presenting new occa-
sions for exertion; unexpected distresses
have called forth the powers of invention;
and the application of new expedients has
demanded every possible exercise of wis-
dom and talents. Attention is roused, the
mind expanded, and the intellectual facul-
ties invigorated. Here men are prepared
to receive improvements, which would be
rejected by nations whose habits have not
been shaken by similar events.

" Now is the time, and this the country,
in which we may expect success in attempt-